IDEA's TPS Tournament in Beijing, China
November 9, 2006 - November 13, 2006

Join us for an amazing experience in historical culture and debate as we host a
first-ever international university tournament from November 9th-13th at the
Beijing Foreign Studies University in the heart of China's capital city. This
tournament will feature motions related to the People Speak event and thus
participants can earn IDEA guilders, which may be redeemed for prizes and
waivers to IDEA events. In addition, Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Press will give books as prizes to the winning teams.

The official format of the tournament will be a 4-team parliamentary debate in
WUDOC style. Training sessions for judges and debaters will also be available
immediately before and after the tournament. In addition, qualified
adjudicators will also be able to apply for IDEA accreditation upon successful
completion of the training session. All training sessions will be conducted by
IDEA’s internationally accredited trainers.

Additionally, our tournament site offers students an opportunity to see the
historic and modern sites of Beijing, from the Forbidden City and the Great
Wall of China to Tiananmen Square. Tours and such can all be arranged.

Payment Details:

Tournament registration is free and will include an opening banquet and
cultural closing ceremonies. However, participants are responsible for their
own travel and lodging fees.

Lodging on campus in dorm rooms starts at $12 per night and meals on
campus are on average $2.

Event Details:

The whole event will take place from November 9 to November 13. We will
have training sessions for judges and debaters on November 9 and the
morning of November 10. Five preliminary rounds start from the afternoon of
November 10 and end at noon of the next day. On the afternoon of November
11, quarterfinals will be held. And on November 12, we will have semifinals
and the grand final. The follow-up training is on November 13. Various
cultural and sightseeing events will be organized during these days.

Register online
http://www.idebate.org/events/index.php?event id=76



http://www.idebate.org/events/index.php?event_id=76

Please note: Students do NOT need to register as team. They may register as
individuals.

Each university is guaranteed up to spots for 4 teams. All extra teams will be placed
on a waiting list and will be notified of acceptance according to availability.

For further information, please contact
Jeanne Chen, with IDEA, at jellybeanne@gmail.com, and
Liang Hong, with BFSU, at magliangecn@yahoo.com.

Brief introduction of the instructors for this tournament:

Sharon Porter received her Ph.D. from Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, USA. After experience teaching on the junior high, high
school and college level, Sharon was hired by Northern Arizona University
(NAU) in 1981 to be the Director of Forensics (competitive speech and debate).
She served in that position from 1981 to 1992 and again from 1999 to 2004,
with a break from 1993-1999 during which she was the Director/Dean of the
School of Communication. During the years Sharon served as the Director of
Forensics NAU ran a nationally competitive team that qualified for and
competed in national tournaments in policy, cross-examination,
Lincoln-Douglas and Parliamentary Debate as well as eleven individual
events. She was active in a number of professional forensic education
organizations. Some of the positions she held included being a member of the
Board of Trustees and a member of the National Council of the National
Individual Events Tournament, chair of the Council of Forensic Organizations,
Vice President of the American Forensic Association, President of Delta Sigma
Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha and President of the National Parliamentary Debate
Association. Sharon was active in tournament administration and worked in
the tabulation rooms of the American Forensic Association-National
Individual Events Tournament, the American Forensic Association-National
Debate Tournament and the National Parliamentary Debate Association. Her
contributions to the forensic community resulted in receiving a number
awards including the Quintilian Award and two Distinguished Service
Awards (from Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha and the American Forensic
Association-National Individual Events Tournament).

Shortly after retirement from NAU in 2004 Sharon was asked to become a
consultant for the International Debate Education Association (IDEA). Her
primary responsibility with IDEA has been to design and implement
accreditation standards to ensure quality control of IDEA-NL member NGO's
and International Trainers. She has attended the Youth Forums in Estonia,
Macedonia and Romania as well as General Assembly and numerous
organizational meetings in other locations. During the Romania Youth Forum
she accepted the nomination to become a member of the Board of IDEA-NL, a
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position she will hold until elections in Prague in November.

Rob Layne, Assistant Director of Forensics, Willamette University - Rob was
an outstanding debater at Truman State University and a coach at Central
Michigan University prior to coming to Willamette. This year he coached the
Willamette Team to First Place in the National Tournament Sweepstakes
Award as well as the Season Sweepstakes award. He was named as the
American Forensic Association "Outstanding New Coach of the Year" for
2005-06. This award is given for a person in their first five years of coaching
who is considered to be the outstanding coach in speech and debate.
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